About the Speakers

Professor David Wallace, Chairman, e-Science Steering Committee

Following undergraduate and postgraduate study in theoretical physics at the University of Edinburgh, David Wallace continued research at Princeton University as a Harkness Fellow.  In 1972 he was appointed as lecturer and subsequently reader in the Physics Department at the University of Southampton.  In 1979 he returned to the University of Edinburgh as Tait Professor of Mathematical Physics.  He moved to Loughborough University as Vice-Chancellor in January 1994.

In 1980, he was awarded the Maxwell Medal of the Institute of Physics.  In 1986 he was elected to the Fellowship of the Royal Society and in 1998 to the Royal Academy of Engineering.  He was a member of the Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council, chairing its Technical Opportunities Panel, a member of the Scottish Higher Education Funding Council, and has acted as an Expert to the European Commission in a number of areas.  He is President of the Institute of Physics for two years from October 2002.

Professor Tony Hey, Director of the UK’s e-Science Core Programme. 

Tony Hey has been seconded to the EPSRC and DTI as Director of the UK’s  e-Science Core Programme since March 31st 2001.

He has worked in the field of parallel and distributed computing since the early 1980’s. He was instrumental in the development of the MPI message-passing standard and in the Genesis Distributed Memory Parallel Benchmark suite. In 1991, he founded the Southampton Parallel Applications Centre that has played a leading technology transfer role in Europe and the UK in collaborative industrial projects.

His vision within his role as Director of the e-Science Core Programme is of increasingly global scientific collaborations being enabled by the development of the next generation ‘Grid’ middleware. His personal research interests also extend to experimental explorations of quantum computing and quantum information theory
Dr Hans Hoffman, CERN Directorate responsible for Technology Transfer and for Scientific Computing.

Dr Hoffman has worked for CERN since 1972, on the integration of particle physics experiments into accelerators.

He is currently a member of the CERN Directorate responsible for Technology Transfer and for Scientific Computing and was previously Technical Co-ordinator of ATLAS Collaboration; Member of the CERN Directorate responsible for Technical Support; Member of the DESY Directorate (Hamburg, Germany), responsible for computing and central technical services; and Technical Co-ordinator UA1 Collaboration,
Professor John O’Reilly, Chief Executive of the Engineering & Physical Sciences Research Council (EPSRC)

Professor O’Reilly took up the post of Chief Executive of the Engineering & Physical Sciences Research Council in October 2001.

His technical interests focus on Information and Communication Technologies with an emphasis on communication networks and applications. He is the author of some 300+ journal and conference papers and author / editor for three books on telecommunications. 

He chairs the UK’s Network Interoperability Consultative Committee (NICC) for Oftel and the industry and has served as a specialist advisor to UK Government (DTI and the Foreign Office) and to the European Commission.

A Chartered Engineer, he is a Fellow and member of Council of the Royal Academy of Engineering, a Fellow of the Institute of Physics and a Fellow and Trustee of the IEE.  He takes up the position of Deputy President of the IEE from October 2002.

Dr Christopher Johnson, Director, Scientific Computing and Imaging Institute (SCI)

Chris Johnson is Director of the Scientific Computing and Imaging Institute (SCI) in the School of Computing at the University of Utah. His particular research interests include inverse and imaging problems, adaptive methods for partial differential equations, problem solving environments, numerical analysis, computational medicine and scientific visualisation.


Professor Johnson was awarded a Young Investigator’s (FIRST) Award from the NIH in 1992, the NSF National Young Investigator (NYI) Award in 1994, and the NSF Presidential Faculty Fellow (PFF) award in 1995. In 1996 he received a DOE Computational Science Award and in 1997 received the Par Excellence Award from the University of Utah Alumni Association and the Presidential Teaching Scholar Award.  In 1999, Professor Johnson was awarded the Governor’s Medal for Science and Technology from Utah Governor Michael Leavitt.

Professor Mark Ellisman, Director of The University of California, San Diego’s (UCSD) Center for Research in Biological Structure (CRBS)

Mark Ellisman's research investigates how the nervous system functions at the cellular level.

His group is also involved in the development of advanced confocal and high voltage electron-microscopic imaging methods as well as the associated computer-aided image processing and computer graphic display methodologies. He is the Principal Investigator on the Biomedical informatics Research Network (BIRN).

The UCSD Centre integrates the research and training activities of researchers in many departments at UCSD which involve biological structures from molecules to brains, ranging in dimensions from angstroms to centimetres. CRBS will include a significant component of computational neurobiology and is based at and linked to the San Diego Supercomputer Centre, a national supercomputing facility located at UCSD.

Dr William Johnston is Head of the Distributed Systems Department, National Energy Research Scientific Computing Division at the Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory. 

His research interests include high-speed, widely distributed, computational and data ‘Grids’ and wide area network-based distributed systems; Public-Key security architectures and authorisation systems; and use of the global Internet to enable remote access to scientific, analytical and medical instrumentation.  

Other professional activities include Principal Investigator for several US Departments of Energy, Office of Energy Research projects related to these topics, (including the DOE Science Grid), and steering committee member for the Global Grid Forum www.gridforum.org 

He is project manager for the Information Power Grid at NASA Ames Research Center (www.ipg.nasa.gov).

His homepage is http://www-itg.lbl.gov/~wej/
Dr Andrew Herbert is Assistant Director at Microsoft Research, Cambridge 


Andrew Herbert leads research in operating systems, distributed computing, systems performance modelling and resource aware network protocols.

Prior to joining Microsoft, he was responsible for Advanced Technology at Citrix Systems Inc. a highly successful and fast growing provider of application server software for enterprise IT organisations and IT service providers. His energy and vision were instrumental in steering the company towards Internet technologies, initiating development of products for web-based application deployment and for the emerging Application Service Provider Market.

Andrew is a fellow of Wolfson College Cambridge, England, a member of St John’s College Cambridge, England, a visiting Professor at the Computer Science Department at the University of Essex, Colchester, England and Liveryman of the City of London Worshipful company of Information Technologists.

Dr Jeff Nick, IBM, USA is an IBM Fellow and Director of Advanced Systems Architecture.
He is Chief Architect for IBM’s Project eLiza and Grid computing initiative, responsible for distributed systems technical strategy across IBM’s eServer family of computer systems. In this role, Jeff is leading IBM’s efforts in the definition and evolution of the Open Grid Services Architecture, which is a web-services based model for meta-operating system services for commercial grid computing being developed through open collaboration in the Global Grid Forum (GGF).

Jeff serves as a member of the GGF Steering Committee representing the Architecture Area. He is the technical chairperson for both the IBM Advanced e-Business Customer Council and internal IBM eLiza Systems Design Council, collectively comprised of leading e-Business customers and IBM designers from across the IBM company. 

Professor Mike Brady (After Dinner Speaker) is BP Professor of Information Engineering in the Department of Engineering Science at Oxford University. 

Mike Brady and his colleagues at Oxford established the Robotics Research Laboratory, and more recently, as his research interests shifted to medical image analysis, (with colleague Alison Noble) and minimally- invasive surgery, he has established the Medical Vision Laboratory (MVL).

During his time at Oxford, Professor Brady has been elected a Fellow of the Royal Society, a Fellow of the Royal Academy of Engineers, a Fellow of the Institution of Electrical Engineers , a Fellow of the Institute of Physics, and a Fellow of the American Association of Artificial Intelligence. Mike was awarded the Faraday Medal for the year 2000, and a Third Millenium medal of the IEEE.

Dr John Taylor, OBE, F.Eng, FRS, Director General of the Research Councils, (DGRC)

John Taylor is Director General of Research Councils, responsible for the seven Research Councils funding research across the whole spectrum of science and technology in the UK science and engineering base.

Dr Taylor joined the Ministry of Technology at the Signals Research and Development Establishment in 1977, later moving to the Royal Signals and Radar Establishment. He joined the Amiralty Surface Weapons Establishment (now ARE) in 1981.

He was formerly director of Hewlett Packard Laboratories Bristol, where he developed major programs of research in areas including internet security, wireless communications, telecomms, personal digital imaging and mathematics.  Earlier, he lead various research groups at RSRE and ARE in secure computing and communications, and command and control.

Between 1980-83, John Taylor chaired the Science and Engineering Research Council’s Computing and Communications Sub-Committee and led the SERC/Department of Industry’s study of Intelligent Knowledge Based Systems Architecture (IKBS). 

In 1984, he was appointed the first Laboratory Director of the newly established Bristol Research Centre of Hewlett-Packard Laboratories. He became Director of the British Research Centre (now known as HP Labs, Bristol) in 1986 and then in 1992 was appointed Executive Director on the Board of Hewlett-Packard Ltd. In 1997, he became Director of the worldwide Peripherals, Appliances and Consumer Systems (PACS) Centre, in addition to his role as general manager of the HP Labs, Bristol site.     

